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BATTALION of VOLUNTEERS, * 
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| i EST 
HENRY WALKER YEOMAN, Eſq; 


'One of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
for the North-Riding of the County of 
Yorx, and Captain-Commandant of the 
WurrTByY VOLUNTEERS. 


Dx AR SIR, 


Was no ſooner prevailed upon to publiſh 
the following diſcourſe, than I came 
to a determination to whom I ſhould addreſs 
it, It naturally claims you, Sir, for its 
Patron, as having ſtood forth, at this time 
of danger, a diſtinguiſhed advocate for the 


ſervice of your country. 


As 


iv DEDICATION, 


As to the cenſures I may incur, by this 
haſty production, from the public, I aſſure 
you, Sir, I ſhall think them ſufficiently 
balanced, ſhould it prove, in any degree, 
ſerviceable ;—cither by alarming the incon- 
fiderate—rouſing the indolent—or turning 
the wicked from the evil of their doings. 

I am, 

SIR, 


With much Reſpect, 
Your moſt faithful 


And humble Servant, 


I. ROBERTSON. 


. 


r CHRON. xix. 13. 


BE oF GOOD COURAGE, AND LET US BEHAVE 
OURSELVES VALIANTLY FOR OUR PEOPLE, AND 
FOR THE CITIES OF OUR Gop. 


18 HIS is that animated exhortation of Joab, 


the pious and victorious General of Iſrael, 

when going with his brother Abiſhai to 
fight againſt the Syrians and Ammonites. The 
ſucceſs which he promiſed himſelf was, in a great 
meaſure, dependent on the Officers good behaviour 
in the field of battle. He knew that the very ap- 
pearance of valour in a leader would not only encou- 
rage the people under command, but greatly diſpirit 
the enemy. He knew that, in their ſuperior ſtations, 
their actions would appear more conſpicuous; and 
that a contempt of danger, equal to the enterpriſe 


they had taken in hand, was neceſſary for public 
A 3 example. 
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example. He was conſcious alſo, that the truft 
repoſed in Abiſhai and himſelf demanded every ex- 
ertion of their military abilities. He knew that the 
armies they had to contend with were powerful and 
mighty; and that the ntmoſt efforts of perſonal 
courage and manly activity were required to oppoſe 
them. He therefore addreſſes his brother Officer in 
this undaunted and heroic language, Be of good 
courage, and let us behave ourſelves valiantly far 
our people, and for the cities of our God.“ 


At a time, when we are neceſſarily engaged in war, 
not only with a large proportion of our own original 
ſtrength, but with the avowed and combined ene- 
mies of our happy conſtitution z—at a time, when 
reſtleſs ambition has unjuſtly diſturbed our peace 
when the faith of treaties is no ſecurity to our per- 
ſons and properties ;——when their public behaviour 
to us muſt convince the world how much they © are 
enemies unto peace; and may ſhew us how much 
it is their determined deſign to ** cut us off from 
being a nation*:”—At ſuch a time, when the exi- 
gencies of the ſtate require vigorous efforts, how 
ought every man to be inſpired by a noble, manly, 
and patriotic enthuſiaſm. in the cauſe of honor, of 

* Pſalm exx. 3. — Jer. xlviii, 2. | Juſtice, 


1 
juſtice, and of freedom! How ought the coura- 
geous diſpoſition of people, of every denomination, 
go forth, when the cauſe of their country demands 
it! It certainly is the duty and intereſt of every in- 
dividual to lend a helping hand, in order to reduce 
the enemy's power of injuring, and to ſecure future 


undiſturbed tranquillity, not only to. himſelf, but to 
the people and cities of his God. 


It is true that the Chriſtian ſpirit, which breathes: 
nothing but meekneſs and moderation, forbids us 
raſhly to have recourſe to arms, or draw our ſwords 
upon every trifling occaſion. It ever directs us, if 
it be poſſible, as much as lieth in us, to live peace- 
ably with all men.“ — But, when we ſee our inve- 
terate and inſidious enemies invading our rights, and 
ſeizing our poſſeſſions; —when we ſee the variety of 
dangers, with which we are encompaſſed—the ſtorms 
which on all ſides threaten, and look big with 
horror :—it would be ſupineneſs in us, not to be 
alarmed. with fear, and apprehenſive of danger. Tt 
is high time to ſtir and rouſe up our ſpirits, in order 
to oppoſe thoſe turbulent enemies, thoſe ſons of 
perfidy and injuſtice, of violence and rapine. It is 
high time to ſhew ourſelves zealous in the nobleſt 


Rom. Xii. 18, of 


Dy 
of all cauſes - the cauſe of our country.—This is 


that elevated paſſion, of all others the moſt hecoming 


to mankind ; and yet, perhaps, of all others the leaſt 
_ viſible in the world. 


We are all anxious enough for our private and 
particular intereſt, but too unconcerned for the 
public. This is evident from our political parties 
and diviſions, that we are not ſo ſolicitous, in gene- 
ral, to ſave and defend a kingdom, as we are who 
ſhall make the greateſt figure in it. 


It certainly then muſt afford much pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction to every true Briton, to obſerve the 
readineſs that is ſhewn by you, the members of this - 
Military Aſſociation, for the defence of your country 
on this important occaſion. 


You now ſtand forth the peculiar guardians, the 
neceſſary protectors, not only of your own lives and 
properties, but alſo of your fellow-citizens :—We 
may therefore be aſſured your motives are juſt and 

good, You arm, not for ambition, but for juſtice 
not for revenge, but for the peace and ſecurity of 
your people, and the cities of your God. It is ne- 


ceſſity 
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ceſſity it is ſelf-defence againſt our natural enemies, 
whoſe chief deſign is invaſion and uſurpation, that 
thus unites you. It is from thoſe jult principles, 
which nature has implanted in the heart of man, 
ſelf-preſervation and the love of your country, that 
you are now actuated. - Vet, you mean not to ag- 
grandize the love of that country at the ruin of 
another; not to moleſt individuals in the poſſeſſion 
of what is fairly appropriated to them. No: What 
you promiſe yourſelves, is—to reap the fruit of your 
own induſtry—to continue what you are—and quiet- 


ly to enjoy the bleſſings, which God, of his infinite 
goodneſs, has beſtowed upon you. 


"Theſe, theſe are circumſtances, which give a 
ſanction to patriotiſm, and not only juſtify, but 
demand our molt active ſervices. Theſe are circum- 
ſtances, which ought to animate the breaſt of every 
Briton in time of conflict, of difficulty, of danger. 


I cannot therefore addreſs you, my fellow-chri- 
ſtians, on this intereſting occaſion, in words more 
pointedly expreſſive of the character which it becomes 
you all to maintain, than theſe, Be of good cou- 
rage, and behave yourſelves valiantly for yourſelves, 
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and for the cities of your God.” The cauſe you are 
embarked in is a laudable, an honourable cauſe ;; 
and in which he, who deſerves the name of Patriot ;. 
he, who is a real friend to his country, will readily 


Engage. 


It is well known, that the intention of the per- 
ſons, who have promoted this buſineſs, is excellent, 
and deſerving the greateſt applauſe ;—that their cha- 
raters are reſpectable; and, permit me to fay, not. 
only an ornament to this undertaking, but to ſociety 
in general: — As this is the caſe, every generous- 
heart ſhould conſider their motives, and think of 
means to forward, not of objections to diſcourage, 

ſo commendable an undertaking. 


In former times, how ready were the Gentlemen 

of this nation in taking arms, to decide the fooliſh 
quarrels of the imperious Barons! To determine 
whether Engliſhmen ſhould become the ſlaves of a 
Daniſh, a Norman, or a Saxon Tyrant! In later 
days, many private Gentlemen, aCtuated by a facred 
attachment to the liberties of their country, prac- 
tiſed the military exerciſe with ſach ſucceſs, * 
they became excellent proficients in it. 


At 


tn} 

At this time then, when we have the example of 
many Lords and Gentlemen in the kingdom, of ap- 
proved characters and reputations, who have bravely 
entered into ſtrict aſſociations of hazarding their 
lives againſt our natural enemies, ſhould they dare 
to approach us, — none of you, I hope, will thew 
yourſelves backward ;— but will chearfully ſecond 
ſuch laudable examples, and voluntarily join this 
Aſſociation; as knowing how neceſlary it is, that 
you ſhould be armed in defence of every thing that 
ought to be dear to you. 


Every perſon, though weak and inconſiderable, in 
arms may be of ſervice to his country at this dan- 
gerous Criſis, when we are threatened with a power- 
ful invaſion ; daily expoſed to the rapine and devaſ- 
tation of a lawleſs banditti, and the dreadful out- 
rages of a daring and ungovernable rabble. If he 
be unable to bear arms himſelf, let him chearfully 
and liberally contribute to the ſupport and encou- 
ragement of thoſe who can. By ſuch a conduct as 
this, you may be a means of reſcuing your country 
from the precarious ſituation ſhe is in ;—and, inſtead 
of being in perpetual alarms from the wild fury of 


foreign or inteſtine invaders, you will be able to de- 
B 2 fend 
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ſend your own and other poſſeſſions againſt thoſe ſons 
of darkneſs, who baſely encourage themſelves in miſ-- 
chief—are for ever contriving ſchemes for our de- 
ſtruction, and attempt every method to. accompliſh. 
their infernal purpoles. 


It is to be hoped, that our late ſucceſſes abroad, 
joined to our vigorous exertions at home, will, in a. 
little time, preſent us with a pleaſing reverſe of 
affairs: It is to be hoped, that Brx1TAin, now train- 
ing her dutiful and valiant ſons for her defence, will 
not much longer be alarmed with hoſtile invaſions, 
nor obliged to lavith her blood and treaſure in 
chaſtiſing the inſolence of perfidious rapine but 

will ſoon become a terror, an admiration, and a. 
praiſe in all the earth“. 


Then will thoſe names, who have nobly ſupported: 
the empire under the greateſt difficulties, and gal- 
lantly ſtood forth to ward the blow of ambition, be 
ever had in honour of the brave: They will receive 
the juſt applauſe of all good mien, and will ever live 
in the remembrance of their grateful country :— 
They will ſtand encircled with a glory derived from 
proper merit; and their own good behaviour. will 


4 Iſaiah Ixil. 7. be 


in 
be their laſting monument, which neither time, nor 
envy, ſhall be able to deſtroy. 


May we all then, by a perfect and firm unanimity 

among. ourſelves, enter into ſuch meaſures as may 
defeat the expectations of all our adverſaries ;—that 
we may go on conquering to conquer, and thereby 
convince the world, that all that party-rage and 
domeſtic animoſities, wiich unhappily prevail, will 
ſoon be diſcharged upon the avowed enemies of our 
King and. Country- 


And, after we have uſed our beſt efforts againſt 
our adverſaries, let us not put our /e truſt and 
confidence in them ; but earneſtly apply to God for 
a bleſſing upon our arms—for * he alone can ſave 
us from our enemies, and put them to confuſion 
that hate us“. - On him, therefore, let us devoutly 
rely for protection and ſupport, when trouble is 
near at hand. Let us “ commit our way unto the 
Lord *;”—flee humbly unto him for ſuccour in a 
pious acknowledgment, that without him nothing 
is ſtrong; without him “ no King can be ſaved by 
the multitude of an hoſt; nor the mightieſt man be 

"Wy delivered 
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delivered by his ſtrength*.” Let us direct all our 
hopes to that God, ©* who hath power to help and 
to caſt down®;” to ſave and to deſtroy '.” If we 
make him our friend, he will never leave us deſti- 
tute ; he will be the ſtrength of our heart, and our 
portion for ever | 


How, then, are we to obtain his help? How 
make him our friend ? 


The anſwer is given us by the prophet Iſaiah to 
the Jews :—* Waſh ye—make you clean - put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes— 
ceaſe to do evil—learn to do well—ſcek judgment 
relieve the oppreſied —judge the fatherleſs—plead 
for the widow '.””—And then, draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you“: —“ Call upon him 
in the day of trouble, and he will anſwer thee®.” 


When we 3 thus recommended ourſelves to 
the divine protection, we may not only depend on 
Providence for ſucceſs in diſperſing our enemies ; — 
but we may alſo, with greater courage, make uſe 


of 


8 Pf, xxxiii. 16,—Þ 2 Chron. xxv. 8.—i James iy, 12,—* Pf, Nadz. 26. 
1 Haiah i. 26, 17.— James iv. 8,—* Pſ. I. 15. 
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of our arms in defence of ourſelves, our people, 
and the cities of our God. 


Let us all therefore, for God's ſake, break off our 
fins by righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and“ turn 
every one from the evil of our ways, and from the 
violence that is in our hands*.” Let us aid and 
reinforce our arms by the integrity of our manners. 
Let us ſhew our zeal for the honour of God, and 
the true intereſt of our country, by extirpating, as 
much as poſſible, wickedneſs and oppreſſion from 
the earth, and planting piety, benevolence, humi- 
lity, chaſtity, and every other virtue, in their ſtead. 
By ſo doing, we may piouſly hope to engage the 
great Governor of the univerſe to eſpouſe our cauſe 
and befriend us :—By ſo doing,, we may hope, that 
God will “ go forth with our armies, and command 
deliverances for Jacob”:”—That he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to diſperſe thoſe dark clouds, which hang over 
our heads; and reſtore again the ſweet ſunſhine of 


Peace and PROSPERITY to our Jeruſalem, 


5 Jonah ili. 8.— Pſ. xliv. 4 and 9. 


THB END. 


